APPENDIX XIV

PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) OF THE 

COMMITTEE AND ITS WORKING GROUPS AND 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE TYPHOON COMMITTEE

1. Objective
This document presents the review, evaluation, and proposals/options for the Terms of Reference (TORs) for Typhoon Committee (TC), TC Chairperson, TC Vice-Chairperson, TC Secretary, TC Secretariat, TC Advisory Working Group (AWG), Working Groups (WGs) on Meteorology, Hydrology, and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness (DPP), and Typhoon Research Coordinating Group (TRCG) and also a review of Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee.
2. Introduction/Background

The Interim Working Group (IWG) of the Regional Cooperation Programme Implementation Plan (RCPIP) submitted a preliminary proposal (hereafter referred to as the IWG proposal) on these subjects, as detailed in the Report of the IWG RCPIP to the 36th session of Typhoon Committee.  This paper is a further study into the proposed TORs for the positions and working groups, and also the statute and procedures identified in paragraph 1 above.  
3.
Discussions.  

3.1
Typhoon Committee (TC).  The TC serves as the assembly of all participating members and it is the supreme body of the TC.  Some of the primary functions of the Committee are to promote and to co-ordinate the planning and implementation of measures required for minimizing typhoon damage in the ESCAP region.  

3.2
TC Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.  The TC shall, at its annual meeting, elect from its representatives a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairman, who shall hold office until their successors are elected.  They shall be eligible for re-election.  Some of the primary functions of the Chairperson, or in his place the Vice-Chairperson, are to preside over the Sessions of the Committee; direct the resource mobilization programme; approve disbursement of funds; consider and approve the TC work plan as submitted by TCS; and provide guidance to TCS, if necessary, on implementation of the work plan.

3.3 TC Secretary.  The host Member of the Typhoon Committee Secretariat will nominate a TC Secretary and the Typhoon Committee will confirm by a majority of the voting Members.  The term of office of the Secretary of the Typhoon Committee shall be for four years from the end of the session at which they were elected to the end of the session closest to four years after their election.  The Secretary shall be eligible for one consecutive re-election if nominated by the host Member.  In the event of the post of Secretary becoming vacant in the interval between two sessions of the Typhoon Committee, the host Member will nominate an Acting Secretary and the TC Chairperson is empowered to approve the Acting Secretary’s nomination whose term of office shall not extend beyond the next session of the Typhoon Committee.  The Secretary shall be seconded by the host Member but shall receive an honorarium from the TCTF as determined by the Committee.  Some of the primary functions of the Secretary is to direct and supervise the work of the Secretariat, including the preparation of the annual TC work plan; promote maximum participation of Members of the Typhoon Committee in the implementation of the decisions of the Committee; maintain accounts of expenditures; and prepare and submit a draft rolling 4-year strategic plan, a draft annual budget, a report of actions and activities taken by TCS, integrated financial report of the utilization of Trust Fund, and detailed expenditures (statement of accounts) of the Secretariat, since the last session to the TC.

3.4 TC Secretariat.  The Typhoon Committee Secretariat is the Secretariat for the TC which is mandated to logistically support the Committee in its day-to-day work.  Its main function is to advise and assist Members on the implementation of improvements needed in the mitigation of typhoon damage.  Other functions include such items as serve as the administrative, documentary, and information centre of the Typhoon Committee; implement the TC decisions; coordinate the administration of the TC’s budgets; monitor the implementation of the annual TC work plan; prepare and distribute official publications of the Typhoon Committee, including TC Annual Reports and Newsletters; and management of the TCS website.  .  The Secretariat personnel shall be seconded by the Host Member but shall receive an honorarium from the TCTF as determined by the Committee.

3.5 TC Advisory Working Group (AWG).  As stated in the Statute of the Typhoon Committee, the Committee shall be assisted, when necessary, by an AWG consisting of qualified experts.  It is recommended that an AWG be formed to act as a “steering group and think tank” as directed by the Typhoon Committee, coordinate the various components (Meteorology, Hydrology, and DPP) for the TC, offer advice and assistance as requested by the TC and TC Chairperson, provide assistance with budgeting issues if needed, and perform other duties as requested by the TC and the TC Chairperson.
3.6 Working Groups on Meteorology and DPP.  The WG ROSTY noted the very successful activities and achievements of the Working Group on Hydrology (WGH) and the Typhoon Research Coordinating Group (TRCG) and therefore recommends two additional working groups, one on Meteorology and one on DPP.  Because TRCG has been addressing research and training issues and that research and training have been incorporated into the TC’s 3 main components, it was not recommended to have a separate WG on Training.  It was believed that the WGs would assist in facilitating effective implementation of programmes and activities.  Each group will be headed by a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson appointed by the TC, and except for the AWG, appointed representatives and representatives of other concerned Members.  Much of the work of the WGs would be done by emails or other communication methods.  If possible without financial support, the WGs members should meet during the pre-session period. 

3.7 Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee.  The WG ROSTY reviewed the Statute of the Typhoon Committee.   The WG found no substantial changes were required.  Any changes identified were minor in nature, and because of the difficulty associated with changing this Statute (approval of UN legal department, ESCAP, WMO, and all Governments), the WG ROSTY recommends that the Typhoon Committee not change the Statute of the Typhoon Committee.   

The Statute of the Typhoon Committee states in Article 7, “The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedures.”   Therefore any changes recommended for the Rules can be approved by the Typhoon Committee.  Thus, WG ROSTY recommends several changes as highlighted in the Annex I.  One of changes proposed is to add another rule to the Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee stating, “In implementing Article 3 of the Statute, the Typhoon Committee established a TC Secretary and a TC Secretariat.”  The Typhoon Committee is invited to review, discuss, and act upon on the proposed Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee changes.

4.
Detailed Options/Proposals.  The WG ROSTY proposals/options are shown in the following Annexes and are based upon Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee and other guidance:

4.1 Annex A
Proposed TORs for Typhoon Committee

4.2 Annex B
Proposed TORs for Chairperson

4.3 Annex C
Proposed TORs for Vice-Chairperson 

4.4 Annex D
Proposed TORs for Secretary

4.5 Annex E
Proposed TORs for Secretariat

4.6 Annex F
Proposed TORs for AWG

4.7 Annex G
Proposed TORs for WGs on Meteorology, Hydrology, and DPP and Typhoon Research Coordinating Group 

4.8 Annex H
Proposed TORs for WG Chairpersons

4.9 Annex  I
Proposed Changes to the Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon     Committee.

ANNEX A

Proposed Terms of Reference of the Typhoon Committee 

The Committee shall:

1. Serve as the assembly of all members and it is the supreme body of the  TC;

2. Consider and approve its internal organization and regulations relating to its operation;

3. Elect Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Committee;

4. Recommend to the participating Members plans and measures for  improvements in minimizing typhoon damage;

5. Consider and approve the TCS’s draft Work Plan;

6. Consider and approve programmes, activities and budget for implementation in the subsequent one year period;

7. Coordinate resource mobilization activities and technical support for its plans and programmes;

8. Prepare and submit, at the request and on behalf of the participating Members, request for technical, financial, and other assistance offered under the United Nations Development Programme and by other organizations and contributors;

9. Review regularly the progress made in the various fields of typhoon damage prevention;

10. Establish working groups or ad-hoc panels and appoint Chairpersons and Vice Chairpersons of the WGs or panels; 

11. Review annual reports from Members and review and approve the annual report from TCS;

12. Promote the establishment of programs and facilities for training personnel from Members of the region in typhoon forecasting and warning, flood hydrology and control within the region and arrange for training outside the region, as necessary;

13. Promote, prepare, and submit to participating Members and interested organizations plans for co-ordination of research programmes and activities concerning typhoons;

14. Determine the location of the secretariat;

15. Confirm nomination of the Secretary of TC; and

16. To promote international cooperation in the three components of Meteorology, Hydrology, and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness.  Training and Research are incorporated as part of each of these three.

In carrying out these functions, the Committee will ensure that the plans/projects adopted by the appropriate bodies of the WMO as part of the World Weather Watch Programme, are fully respected at all times.

ANNEX B

Proposed Terms of Reference of Chairperson of the TC

The Chairperson shall:

1. Preside over the sessions of the Typhoon Committee.

2. Consider the work plan submitted by TCS and recommend approval, if appropriate, to the TC at its next meeting.  

3. Provide guidance to TCS, if necessary, on implementation of the work plan, in consultation with the Vice-Chairperson and other guidance to the TCS as appropriate.

4. Direct the resource mobilization programme and accept grants on behalf of the Committee in consultation with TCS and parties concerned.

5. Approve disbursement of funds for the TCS.

6. Carry out such specific duties as are prescribed by the decisions of the Typhoon Committee and by the Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee.
7. Decide on behalf of the Typhoon Committee, after consultation with the Vice Chairperson, TCS and concerned parties, in accordance with the Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee, on any recommendations, when the Chairperson considers that such actions, in the interest of the Committee, cannot be deferred until the next session of the Typhoon Committee.

8. Report to the Typhoon Committee actions and activities taken by the Chairperson in support of the Typhoon Committee’s decisions since the last session.  

9. Represent or appoint representative(s) on his/her behalf to represent the TC at external functions, pending on availability of resources and approval of the Typhoon Committee.

10. Decide the venue and time of meetings in consultation with the Secretariat, hosting Member and parties concerned.

11. Maintain files of his/her official correspondence as Chairperson of the Typhoon Committee and send copies of this correspondence to the Secretary of the Typhoon Committee.

ANNEX C

Proposed Terms of Reference of Vice Chairperson of the TC

The Vice Chairperson shall:

1.
Serve as the Acting Chairperson for a period not to exceeding the remainder of the term, with the same powers and duties as the Chairperson, if the Chairperson of the Typhoon Committee is not capable to carry out the functions of that office.

2.
Assist the Chairperson in providing guidance to TCS, if necessary, on implementation of the TC work plan.

3.
Perform other duties as directed by the Chairperson and the Typhoon Committee.

ANNEX D

Proposed Terms of Reference of the Secretary of the Typhoon Committee (TC)

In carrying out the duties specified in these Terms of Reference, the TC Secretary shall comply with any directives issued by the Typhoon Committee or guidance by the Chairperson of the Typhoon Committee.  In addition to their duties under the Statute of the Typhoon Committee and Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee, the Secretary shall:

1. Direct and supervise the work of the Secretariat.

2. Promote maximum participation of Members of the Typhoon Committee in the implementation of the decisions of the Committee.

3. Prepare and submit to the plenary session a draft annual work plan of the TC, in consultation with AWG, WGs of the 3 components, and TRCG.

4. Prepare and submit to the plenary session a draft one year budget under the guidance and direction of the TC Chairperson and maintain accounts of expenditures.

5. Prepare and submit to the plenary session a report of actions and activities taken by TCS and integrated financial report of the utilization of Trust Fund and detailed expenditures (statement of accounts) of the Secretariat, since the last session under the guidance and direction of the TC Chairperson.
6. Maintain liaison and collaboration with the TC Chairperson, TC Vice-Chairperson, Chairpersons of the 3 WGs and TRCG, Members of the Committee, and with other international organizations.

7. Request and arrange for the nomination of experts by TC Members to take part in TC Working Groups and TRCG or attend meetings supported by the TC Trust Fund.
8. Designate a representative, as necessary and funds permit, to attend Working Groups and TRCG meetings.
9. Maintain registers, reports and records of the policies and decisions of the TC Sessions and AWGs; and

10. Preserve the TC’s collection of heritable material.
ANNEX E

Proposed Terms of Reference of Secretariat of the Typhoon Committee -

The specific functions of the Secretariat shall be:

1. To serve as the administrative, documentary, and information centre of the Typhoon Committee;

2. To implement the TC decisions and coordinate and monitor the implementation of the TC work plan;

3. To maintain close contact with the Members by correspondence to support Members on all matters relating to implementation of recommended programmes.
4. To assist the Members in the preparation of applications for technical, financial, and other assistance for typhoon damage mitigation as directed by the Typhoon Committee Session or the Advisory Working Group;

5. To organize and perform secretarial duties at Sessions of the Typhoon Committee, the meetings of the Advisory Working Group, and the meetings of the designated working groups and TRCG, as fund permitted;

6. To manage the operation and promote the use of the TC website.
7. To enhance visibility of the Typhoon Committee in cooperation with Members;

8. To prepare the annotated provisional agenda in consultation with parties concerned;

9. To undertake surveys, complies statistics, and prepares various reports and technical notes for circulation to Members as directed by the Typhoon Committee Session, the Chairperson, or the Advisory Working Group.
10. To prepare and distribute official publications of the Typhoon Committee, including TC Annual Reports and Newsletters;

11. To maintain records of the Members’ profiles; and

12. To maintain files of correspondence of the Secretariat.
ANNEX F

Proposed Terms of Reference of Advisory Working Group

Guidance


In establishment of the Advisory Working Group, the Typhoon Committee provided the following guidance for their assistance in planning and implementation of measures required for mitigation of typhoon damage.
· To improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Typhoon Committee, the TCS, and TCS Secretary.

· To promote international cooperation in the three components of Meteorology, Hydrology, and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness.  Training and Research are incorporated as part of each of these three.

· To promote the use of advanced information technology and resource sharing among Members of the Typhoon Committee.

· To facilitate the implementation of the RCPIP.

· To enhance resources mobilization.

Terms of Reference


The Advisory Working Group (AWG) will assist the Chairperson of the Typhoon Committee and the TC Secretary to coordinate the implementation of TC decisions.  The AWG will also act as a “Think Tank/Steering Group” function to advise and offer options, as required, to the Typhoon Committee Members, the Typhoon Committee, the TC Chairperson, TC Secretary, and the TCS.

· To provide options and proposals to enhance the effectiveness of the Typhoon Committee, TC Chairperson, the TCS Secretary, and the TCS.

· To provide overall options for the framework of priorities for activities of the Typhoon Committee.
· To review the implementation and annual account of the approved budget, provided by the TC Secretariat.
· To assist in the consideration and coordination of prioritize project proposals and their budgets provided by the three components of TC.  Training and Research are incorporated as part of each of these three.

· To provide options and assistance on mechanisms aimed at improving the implementation of the RCPIP.

· To provide options and assistance on collaborative activities among the three components of the RCPIP and priority options to the Typhoon Committee.

· To assist in mobilizing resources to achieve the goals and objectives as determined by the Typhoon Committee in the RCPIP at its Thirty-Fifth Session.
· To monitor the progress of the RCPIP objectives and goals.
· To review and provide options and assistance to further enhance activities and projects under the three components of RCPIP.
· Coordinate and harmonise activities among WGs and TRCG.

· Monitor and ensure that the projects/activities authorized by the TC are being accomplished in a timely manner.

· Provide feedback to the TC regarding the implementation and progress of activities.

Members

· Chairperson as appointed by the Typhoon Committee
· Vice-Chairperson as appointed by the Typhoon Committee
· Chairpersons of the three working groups (meteorology, hydrology, and DPP) and TRCG as core members, and

· Representatives of WMO and ESCAP (as ex-officio members)


The term of service on the AWG is 1 year subject to extension authorized by the Committee. 

Operational modalities   

AWG would conduct most of its work, coordination and communication through correspondence including e-mail, and would be supported by regular reporting from the TC Secretariat.  As described in the above-proposed Terms of Reference of AWG, considerable amount of important issues and projects for TC and its Members will be discussed and accomplished by AWG. To enhance the efficiency of the operation of TC, it is recommended that an AWG meeting be held at least every year.  At the request of the TC or TC Chairperson, the AWG will investigate and review issues, make recommendations and proposals, and if approved by the TC, assist in implementing approved projects, activities, etc.

ANNEX G

Proposed Terms of Reference of Working Groups on Meteorology, Hydrology, and DPP and the Typhoon Research Coordinating Group 

1.
PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON METEOROLOGY


In order to coordinate efforts on the implementation of various activities under the Meteorological Component with the aim to better support the socio-economic development process in the Typhoon Committee Area and to help accomplish the meteorological related goals and objectives in the RCPIP, the Typhoon Committee has established the Working Group on Meteorology (WGM) with the following Terms of Reference and operational modalities.

Terms of Reference


The WGM will promote cooperation among the Members in the implementation of activities under the Meteorological Component of the Committee’s RCPIP with the aim to support the socio-economic development process and enhance cooperation among the Members in all the three components.  (Training and Research are incorporated as part of these three.)  Towards this end, the WGM is expected to advise and assist the Committee in:

 Identifying priority issues and areas of cooperation in the Meteorological Component;

 Promoting and facilitating the exchange of experiences and knowledge on latest developments and techniques related to the above issues and areas;

 Coordinating and implement priority activities and programmes of the Committee aiming at strengthening capacity of the Members in meteorology; 

 Mobilizing resources to carry out priority activities of the Committee related to the meteorological Component; 

 Reporting overall progress in the implementation of the meteorology component of the RCPIP; and

 Recommending to the Committee priority areas, programmes and activities for cooperation in meteorological research by related experts of the Members.

Membership


The WGM will consist of the following members:

-
Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Vice Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Members’ representatives as appointed by the Committee


The Committee also requests other interested Members to take part in the working group and invite ESCAP and WMO representative to be involved in the work of this Working Group.  The term of service on the WGM is 1 year subject to extension authorized by the Committee. 

Operation modalities


In view of the limited financial resources of the TC Trust Fund, the WGM is expected to perform its work through email and other means. If possible without financial support, the WG members should meet during the pre-session period before the TC Session.

Reporting requirements


The Chairperson of the WGM is required to submit an annual report on meteorological activities to implement RCPIP meteorology priority goals through the TCS to the TC Chairperson and the TC Members for their consideration under the framework of the Committee.  This report will include recommendations related to priority activities to be undertaken in the coming years.
 

2.
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HYDROLOGY


In order to coordinate efforts on the implementation of various activities under the Hydrological Component with the aim to better support the socio-economic development process in the Typhoon Committee Area and to help accomplish the hydrological related goals and objectives in the RCPIP, the Typhoon Committee has established the Working Group on Hydrology (WGH) with the following Terms of Reference and operational modalities.

Terms of Reference


The WGH will promote cooperation among the Members in the implementation of activities under the Hydrological Component of the Committee’s RCPIP with the aim to support the socio-economic development process and enhance cooperation among the Members in all three components.  Towards this end, the WGH is expected to advise and assist the Committee in:

 Identifying priority issues and areas of cooperation in the Hydrological Component;

 Facilitating the exchange of experiences and knowledge on latest developments and techniques related to the above issues and areas;

 Undertaking priority activities and programmes of the Committee aiming at strengthening capacity of the Members in hydrology and water resources; 

 Mobilizing resources to carry out priority activities of the Committee related to the Hydrological Component; 

 Reporting overall progress in the implementation of the hydrological component of the RCPIP; and

 Recommending to the Committee priority areas, programmes and activities for cooperation in research by related experts of the Members.

Membership


The WGH will consist of the following members:


-
Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Vice Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Members’ representatives as appointed by the Committee


The Committee also requested other interested Members to take part in the Working Group and invited ESCAP, WMO and TCS Hydrologist to involve in this Working Group.  The term in service of the WGH is one year subject to extension authorized by the Committee. 

Operation modalities


In view of the limited financial resources of the TC Trust Fund, the WGH is expected to communicate through email and other means which require no financial resources from the Trust Fund.  

Reporting requirements


The Chairperson of the WGH is required to submit an annual report on hydrological activities to implement RCPIP hydrology priority goals through the TCS to the TC Chairperson and the TC Members for their consideration under the framework of the Committee.  This report will include recommendations related to priority activities to be undertaken in the coming years. 

3.
PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON DPP


In order to coordinate efforts on the implementation of various activities under the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Component to better support the socio-economic development process in the Typhoon Committee Area and to help accomplish the DPP related goals and objectives in the RCPIP, the Typhoon Committee has established the Working Group on Disaster Prevention and Preparedness (WGDPP) with the following Terms of Reference and operational modalities.

Terms of Reference


The WGDPP will promote cooperation among the Members in the implementation of activities under the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Component of the Committee’s RCPIP with the aim to support the socio-economic development process and enhance cooperation among the Members in all three components.  Towards this end, the WGDPP is expected to advise and assist the Committee in:

 Identifying priority issues and areas of cooperation in the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Component;

 Promoting and facilitating the exchange of experiences and knowledge on latest developments and techniques related to the above issues and areas;

 Coordinating and implement priority activities and programmes of the Committee aiming at strengthening capacity of the Members in Disaster Prevention and Preparedness ; 

 Mobilizing resources to carry out priority activities of the Committee related to the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Component; 

 Reporting overall progress in the implementation of the DPP component of the RCPIP; and

 Recommending to the Committee priority areas, programmes and activities for cooperation in Disaster Prevention and Preparedness research by related experts of the Members.

Membership


The WGDPP will consist of the following members:


-
Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Vice Chairperson appointed by the Committee


-
Members’ representatives as appointed by the Committee


The Committee also requests other interested Members to take part in the working group and invite ESCAP and WMO representative to be involved in the work of this Working Group.  The term of service on the WGDPP is 1 year subject to extension authorized by the Committee. 

Operation modalities


In view of the limited financial resources of the TC Trust Fund, the WGDPP is expected to perform its work through email and other means. If possible without financial support, the WG members should meet during the pre-session period before the TC Session.

Reporting requirements


The Chairperson of the WGDPP is required to submit an annual report on Disaster Prevention and Preparedness activities to implement RCPIP DPP priority goals through the TCS to the TC Chairperson and the TC Members for their consideration under the framework of the Committee.  This report will include recommendations related to priority activities to be undertaken in the coming years. 
4.
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE TYPOON RESEARCH COORDINATING GROUP


In order to coordinate efforts on various areas of research on tropical cyclones and their impacts on the socio-economic development process in the Typhoon Committee Area, the Typhoon Committee has established the Typhoon Research Coordination Group (TRCG) with the following Terms of Reference and operational modalities.

Terms of Reference


The TRCG is to promote research activities on various aspects of tropical cyclones analysis, forecasting and assessment of tropical cyclones and their impacts on the socio-economic development process and encourage cooperation of efforts among the Members.  Towards this end, the TRCG is expected to assist in:

 Identifying scientific and technical problems in the analysis and forecasting of tropical cyclones and their impacts on water resources and measures for disaster prevention and preparedness;

 Facilitating the exchange of experiences and knowledge on latest development and techniques related to the above problems;

 Initiating activities and programmes aiming at improving the related products and services to better serve the people in the region; and

 Recommending to the Committee priority areas, programmes and activities for cooperation in research by related experts of the Members.

Membership


The TRCG will consist of a focal point of all the Members.  The Director of the RSMC and all of the Chairpersons of the TC Working Groups can take part in the deliberations of the TRCG in their ex-officio capacity.  The term of service of the TRCG is one year subject to extension authorized by the Committee. 

Operation modalities


In view of the limited financial resources of the TC Trust Fund, the TRCG is expected to communicate through email and other means which require no financial resources from the Trust Fund.  All submission for consideration by TRCG will have to be made through the focal point of each Member or through the Chairmen of the Working Groups established by the Committee.  The TCS is requested to transmit all materials related to TRCG to the Working Group Chairmen.  If possible without financial support, the TRCG members should meet during the pre-session period before the TC Session.

Reporting requirements


The Chairperson of the TRCG is required to submit an annual report on research and training activities to implement RCPIP three components priority goals through the TCS to the TC Chairperson and the TC Members for their consideration under the framework of the Committee.  This report will include recommendations related to priority activities to be undertaken in the coming years.
ANNEX H

Proposed Terms of Reference of Chairpersons of the Three Components Working Groups and Typhoon Research Coordinating Group

The Chairpersons will:

(
Under the guidance and the TORs approved by the Typhoon Committee, will formulate the WG’s/TRCG’s work plan, strategies to accomplish the work plan, the activities of the WG/TRCG, and coordination of meetings.

(
Oversee the implementation of the WG’s/TRCG’s programmes and activities approved by the Typhoon Committee.

(
Act as an overall coordination function based on inputs provided from Members and as directed by the Typhoon Committee.

(
Report to the Committee the progress carried out under the framework of priorities and cooperation undertaken by the WG/TRCG.

(
Will seek inputs/requests in close consultation with the Members’ focal points concerned on the framework of priorities. 

ANNEX I

Proposed Updated Rules of Procedure of the Typhoon Committee.

 (Changes are noted in bold, italic)

RULE 1

The Committee shall hold at least one session annually.  The venues and dates of its sessions shall be decided by the Committee.

RULE 2

The Typhoon Committee Secretary shall, in consultation with the Executive Secretary of ESCAP, Secretary-General of WMO, and the Chairman of the Committee, issue a notice convening each session of the Committee, together with copies of the provisional agenda at least three months before the commencement of the session.

RULE 3

The Typhoon Committee Secretary and TC Secretariat with guidance by the Chairperson of the Typhoon Committee shall, in consultation with representatives of the Executive Secretary of ESCAP and Secretary-General of WMO provide the necessary servicing of the Committee’s meeting.

RULE 4

All meetings shall be held in private unless the Committee shall decide otherwise.  

RULE 5

English shall be the working language of the Committee.

RULE 6

The Committee shall at each Session elect from its representatives a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, who shall hold office until their successors are elected.  They shall be eligible for re-election.

RULE 7

A simple majority of the Members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

RULE 8

Decisions of the Committee shall be made by a majority of the Members present and voting.

RULE 9

In the event of any matter which has not been foreseen by the present Rules, the pertinent rules of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific shall be applied.

RULE 10


In implementing Article 3 of the Statute of the Typhoon Committee, the Typhoon Committee established a TC Secretary and a TC Secretariat.
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